
  

  

  

  

 

We celebrate America this month of July!  A land that welcomes all the world for a better future 

and we are proud to serve and work hard for all the newcomers that make America even 

better!  Welcome July! Bienvenido Julio! Bienvenue Juillet! 월 환영   ممممم

ممممم   Karibu Julai  जुलाई स्वागत छ ဇူလ ိုငလ်က  ြိုဆ ိုပါတယ ်  

  

 

Bread Together is back!  In February 2020 we launched in this fantastic initiative led by Pastor 

Marcel Narucki, Co-founder and Director of Multi-faith programs at VEC.  In partnership 

with Judaism Our Way and the Downtown Denver Islamic Center we had a dinner one Friday 

night intended to celebrate and learn from one another. Stay tuned for the next gathering of this 

new recharged version post-Covid of Bread Together, where we celebrate all religions united by 

peace, love and new opportunities for everyone.    



  

 

Community Cares is the over-arching program that joins all of our programs together in order to 

enhance the way we serve the community. This week our Community Cares team invited the 

neighborhood to a BBQ to say hello to summer and to learn more from our residents and 

newcomers.  Despite a few sprinkles, we shared delicious hot dogs, hamburgers, snacks and we 

had the opportunity to share with the community the new programs, resources, and services that 

Village Exchange Center have for this new beginning of open doors! Pictured: Pastor Marcel, 

Pastor Jose, Pastor Ou, and Pastor Chu. 

Thank you, Pastors, for keeping the fire going! 

  

 

Black & Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC) small businesses in Good Standing and 

startups/scaling businesses are encouraged to apply! This grant helps to cover expenses to 

assist entrepreneurs with new skills, such as branding, raising capital, finances/budgeting, 

business plans, and continued education, etc.  Click on the this link for the application:   

BIPOC Startup & Small Biz Fund Application July 2021 (google.com)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWLNqi5BgmazmM_YaQTvLiJrec9sGB-rNqwvU1s_skCLvxeQ/viewform


  

 

Meet Robyn DiFalco! The Food Pantry is growing and growing, so we needed more hands!  And 

we were lucky finding Robyn DiFalco, our fantastic new Food Pantry Coordinator!  Robyn comes 

to us with a background in the nonprofit and public sectors.  She also taught English as a 

second language and directed a language institute for several years.  She has a degree in 

Geography and African Studies and enjoyed some time in her youth living in Zimbabwe, Brazil 

and Central America.  These days she lives in Denver with her husband and two daughters.  

She enjoys gardening, literature and the great outdoors.  Her favorite part of working at VEC is 

the opportunity to meet so many people from all over the world. 

  

This month we want to highlight our friends and partners from RBazaar!  Led by Michelle 

Lasnier, RBazaar has been a long-time founding partner with VEC since our grand opening.  

The organization was created to honor the journey of refugee and immigrant artisans by 

showcasing their food, art, and entrepreneurship. RBazaar aims to set into motion an 

intercultural experience and promote global expression through local artisans, provisions, and 

goods.  Their main goal is to create vendor opportunities, partnerships, and exposure for the 

collective. By providing training and marketing, they strive to grow businesses and help achieve 

dreams.   

RBazaar provides weekly more than 300 meals for the Food Pantry Program, being a great 

complement to the food we provide. Chefs from different countries make it possible for the 



 

communities we serve to bring home nutritious meals, cooked with cultured-oriented 

ingredients.  If you want to know more, to join or support RBazaar, visit www.rbazaar.org or 

email:  michelle@rbazaardenver.com   

  

The Village Exchange Center's youth programs had a terrific spring term, despite ongoing 

delays and shutdowns across the city.  Students attended classes on a hybrid model and were 

able to meet after school and on weekends for some awesome youth programming at VEC.  We 

have grown our efforts to reach more kids, more schools, and more families, and we are 

currently in the thick of our summer programming.  

This spring our youth didn't stop exploring, making trips to local parks, pools, bookstores, the 

Denver Aquarium, and the Urban Air jump center.  Our team continues to partner with the City of 

Aurora Parks and Open Spaces and Generation Wild.  To date we have gone hiking in Boulder, 

kayaking at the Aurora Reservoir, and just last week joined our partner, The Urban Farm in 

Denver, to learn about equestrian care for a weeklong camp.  It has been great to be outside!  

In March, our kids joined Factory Five Five (and the Neighborhood Music School at Stanley) to 

learn about filmmaking. This mini-camp taught storytelling, project management, and video 

composition skills, and will serve as a model for seasons ahead when we bring more week-long 

programming to our kids.  No matter the creative activity we present, our students focus on 

collaborating and supporting each other.  Our partnerships and collective mission ensure that 

our youth continue to grow creatively, socially and academically.   

June has seen our Village Summer Camps get off to a great start.  We have already journeyed 

to the Village Farm, planting seeds for the season, learning about local ecology, healthy 

lifestyles, and playing tons of sports and games.  Our campers also joined VEC staff and guest 

speakers at our very first Village Theater Camp in our new theater space.  Students learned 

stagecraft and scenework, but also lessons on diversity in the arts, advocacy, the power of 

student voices, and how they will change the industry and the world.  Very inspiring group!  

(Special thanks to our speakers and teachers, including Lisa Young of IDEA 

http://www.rbazaar.org/
mailto:michelle@rbazaardenver.com


 

Stages, Ilasiea Gray, and the Aurora Fox Theater staff.)  The weeks ahead will hold lessons in 

STEM, carpentry, agriculture, and teamwork, with two more weeks of summer camp coming in 

July.   

As for our wonderful helpers, Village Youth continues to build its team of volunteers and 

counselors. We worked this spring with students attending Regis Jesuit High School, who 

brought additional academic support for our kids.  Not be left out, our recent Natural Leaders 

graduates also joined our team of camp counselors this summer.  With this support, our 

programs continue to build relationships with schools and young leaders throughout Aurora.  

It's been a challenging past year, and we look to the months ahead with brave optimism.   As we 

expand our team, our operations, and the scope of our facilities, VEC will continue to provide its 

neighborhood youth a fun, safe place to go each day.  This fall, we look to providing more mini-

camps and a space for students to receive academic support, social-emotional coaching, and 

healthy snacks.  We will also be partnering with Schomp Subaru and the Colorado Soccer 

Foundation to form a youth soccer team.  This team will give local kids an opportunity to play 

and compete together.  Stay tuned for more details about our launch scrimmage event in 

August!  

I am so proud of all we've accomplished, and there is so much to look forward to!   

 

Donate Today 

 

King Soopers & City Market Community Reward 

 

You Shop. Amazon Gives. 
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